in the palace of Chosroes II (591-628
A.D.) at Qasr-es-Shirin. He believes that
this form reached Persia from Ravenna
or South Italy. In my opinion these
niches or pendentives were evolved from
a squinch or raecord, a motive that was
well known throughout the Muslim world
at the time of Walid. The top of the
drum and the dome is lighted by windows,
below which runs a narrow gallery. This
dome, ace ording to Muqaddasi, was mod-
elled after the Dome of the Rock.

$Owing to lack of ex-
perience on the part of the builder, the
dome of Walid fell and had to be re-
built. This was not the only calamity, for
a fire in 1069 A.D. again destroyed this
dome and Khalifa Muqtadi (1075-94 A.D.)
had it built under the direction of Malik
Shah. The Kufic inscriptions on the piers,
tell us that this work was carried out in
1082 A.D. According to Ibn Jubair, a
Spanish Muslim, this double dome, like the
Dome of the Rock, was made of wood.
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